
[image: image1.wmf]
TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

JULIUS JOHNSON
COMMISSIONER


REGULATORY SERVICES
FOOD & DAIRY

Date: February 22, 2012

To: All Field Personnel
From: John, Buddy and Bill
Subject: Small Egg Producers
Pursuant to a recent State’s Attorney General’s opinion effective immediately our policy relative to small egg producers, that is those egg producers with  less than the 3,000 bird mandatory USDA inspection program limit, will be as follows:

1.No TDA permit for the egg producing facility will be required

2.No routine inspection of the egg producing facility will be required

3.Our  emphasis  will be limited to the following areas of concern when inspecting retail outlets that offer such eggs for sale:

 a.  Indications are that the eggs have been effectively cleaned and sanitized

b. Eggs sold as unclassified or ungraded eggs shall be sold in containers that are labeled to indicate the producer of the eggs.

c. Eggs deemed adulterated may not be offered for sale

For those egg producers with over 3,000 birds, mandatory USDA inspection is required and TDA is not involved.

Farm visits  for the purpose of investigation and attaining conformance may be required if any of the policy provisions above are found not to be in substantial compliance at the time of  inspection of retail outlets that offer such eggs for sale.
If you have any questions please let us know.
Ellington Agricultural Ctr, Box 40627, Nashville, TN 37204 Phone (615) 837-5193 Fax (615) 837-5005
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